
Hello Everyone,, 

Here we are with another newsletter and it is a busy one this month with lots of goodies, so many thanks to 
those who sent me items for the magazine.  Some have been held over till next month.  If things come in 
the way they have been it will always be a interesting  newsletter. 

It has been a busy month with The Radio Electronic School having a reunion at Hinze Dam, photos inside. 
Pam and Lorraine were the first to find the fox.  Go Girls!!!! The get together at the Boardwalk Tavern  
was a great time and everyone enjoyed themselves.  Photos also inside. 

Congratulations to Pam formerly VK4PTO who has upgraded to full call and is doing the occasional net 
control of the ANZA net and to Paul formerly VKSPY and is now VK4PY who also has completed his full 
call. 

There are reports inside that everyone will be interested in so have a look on pages 2,3, and 4. 

Peter VK4BT has sent me photos of his wheelchair mobile and he has done a terrific job.  An inspiration to 
others to get to and do things.  Well done Pete.  

I needed help with this edition and my thanks go out to Ron VK2DQ, many thanks Ron I was really tearing 
my hair out. 

That is all for this month I wil not get to and reformat my computer  UGH!!!!! 

Cheers 

Kaye VK4VKS 

Editor 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 



PRESIDENT’S C0MMENTS 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

 

 

 

Hello members, 

 

The new committee had their first meeting on the 29 May 2012. 

 

Some new initiatives was aired, and sanctioned by the committee; so watch out on the 
NEWS pages on www.gcars.com.au  I noticed that the committee was very enthusiastic and 
optimistic in the approach to various topics and I see a very bright future for the club. 

 

I plan to attend the presidents meeting in Hervey Bay this month, and make WIA aware of 
our existence. 

 

Best 73 

John / VK4BJT 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

BI-MONTHLY APPRAISAL 

 

Now that we have found our feet again – it is time to take GCARSI forward for the 
benefit of the Members and the Gold Coast community. 

Let each and every one of us make our mark on the club buildings and surrounds. 

There are lots of things we look at, walk past, quietly say ‘Well that should be repaired, 
painted, cleaned’ – Why leave the job to others?  Take ownership and get that little job 

done – we will be surprised at how quickly the whole Club has a different ‘feel’ – a place to be proud of… 

My time has President has finished but my time as an Active member is still on track to make everyone proud 
that they supported us in our aims to be part of the community and leave our corner unspoiled. 

I personally have much to be thankful for – I have reasonable health (kidney stones apart) and now I am look-
ing forward to enjoying the hobby of Amateur Radio in the way I envisaged it to be; many faceted and behind 
every chance remark a means of broadening my knowledge, so that I can help others to appreciate what 
‘Hams’ do. 

Next week I take delivery of a fox – what type, what features does it have, how does it work??? 

Questions that will find answers in next month’s contribution from Bryn VK4GF. 

73 and catch you down the log. 

Well a month has slipped past and Doreen and I are looking forward to my daughter and son-in-law returning 
from Europe.  My grandchildren are also delighted that 4 weeks without mum and dad, save for speaking to 
them via the telephone is over. 

The ‘fox’ arrived and was put to use at the Hinze Dam get together; well done to  Pam and Lorraine for finding 
it.  Learnt a lot from this initial ‘hunt’ – make sure the battery is  fresh and fully charged.  Good to see a good 
turn out and all that attended had a great time. 

Had an optimistic thought that a lot would be achieved while Tony was away from his QTH – antennas 
erected, tested, and ready to handover on his return. 

No such luck the ropes for were installed , thanks to John Hammond, but only managed to purchase material 
for dipoles.  Well these things take time and a lot of planning. Perhaps, we will achieve more without school 
runs, soccer training, morning and evening, and netball practice and athletics practice. 

Gosh! Lunch time goes really quickly when the words are flowing. GCARS Secretary log start date 27 June 
2012 – thanks John Oestergaard and Paul Young for keeping the club business up to date. Membership lists 
have been updated and are very healthy; growing weekly. Club events have past the planning stage and this 
weekend 30 June 2012, we meet at the Boardwalk Tavern for a lunch; thanks Simon and Nicola Hill. Well time 
to get back to my paid work – will talk to you all soon.  

Bryn VK4GF  

Secretary GCARS. 
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TREASURERS REPORT      VK4PY 

 

Hi, 

I have been interested in electronics since I was about 15 years old it all started 
when Dad bought me a pair of Realistic 27 MHz hand held, these lasted for a 
while till I decided that I wanted a bit more than just next door coverage on the 
hand held ,  

I how realise that by putting a bigger battery with more volts output does not mean 
that you will get more power at the other end of the radio. They never really 
worked after that, but I did learn what smouldering capacitors smell like. 

From there I went to an old AM radio set which was hooked up to some length of 
wire across the roof, loved it at night time when we could listen to the Victorian 
AM radio stations.   

Of course I went through the AM/SSB 27 MHZ CB radio’s for many years, made some good contacts. Plus it 
was good for Mum to call me up on from the base station at home to see if I was coming home for dinner on 
the car set. (no mobile phones then) 

I think I was about in my late teens, when I heard about this radio club (Gold Coast Amateur Radio Club) when 
along to one of their meetings in the old Surfers Paradise State School, I recall Roy VK4IG and Ken VK4KD 
both being there at the time.  

Sat for the novice exam later on but unfortunately could not pass it. I moved on started getting interested in 
Radio Scanning as there was now radio’s that could allow you to do this. The radio scanning kept my interest 
for quite a long time, I put up a web page dedicated to the Gold Coast Radio Scanning.   

But I was requested to shut it down by a certain “force” a few years later, I guess they did not like their fre-
quencies being pasted on the internet. 

Many years passed, I restarted to listen to 147.600 MHz, heard they were doing a foundation course, made in-
quires and passed with Ron VK4RH. From there to the Standard Course with Ron VK2DQ and then eventually 
back with Ron to obtain my Advance licence. 

All up I have been a licensed Amateur for the past 5 years, VK4FPSY, VK4MIG, VK4SPY and now VK4PY. 

I have been with the club for the last 5 years as well, I figured if I was using their radio repeaters I might as 
well be a member.  From there 3 years as a member, 2 years as part of the committee and now the Treasurer. 

Somewhere in all of that I have been working for an emergency service for over 34 years, have a very under-
standing wife with 2 sons and a grandson. 

Also I do barrack for  the Geelong CATS. 

73’s 

Paul 

VK4PY 

treasurer@gcars.com.au 
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Loz’s Word Jumble #2 
 
Rules: Make one nine letter word 
Make as many words as you can 
but every word must have the key 
letter N in it. Plurals are not al-
lowed. Verbs are allowed. 
 
Email you word list to 
loz@res.net.au 
 
35 words – good 
40 words – very good 
50 words – excellent 
56 words - Genius 
 

 
 

The winner of last month’s Jumble was:  Ron Hayman VK4RH.  
 
 
This makes Ron a genius! Come on guys and try to knock him off the perch with this month’s Jumble. 
Ron found the 35 following words (without any aids) 
 
An honourable mention to the runner up Pam Benner – well done. VK4AMM.   
 
The 9 letter word (last month) was CAPACITOR  
 
 

Ron said “All the words above were listed without reference to a dictionary or the Internet.  Just for fun, I found a 
few more in the dictionary (before figuring that I'd better get a life...).” 



RADIO ELECTRONIC SCHOOL 

REUNION  

HINZE DAM 

JUNE 2012 
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ALARA INTERNATIONAL GET TOGETHER 

 
Since we had driven half way across Australia to Adelaide for the International YL Meet, John & I decided to stay a little 
while longer and see some more of South Australia. 

The natural choice for us was Kangaroo Island because last year we spent some time with some yachting friends, Ants & 
Jane who live on the island. They were very keen for us to come and visit, but unfortunately booked some holidays for the 
exact same time. Nevertheless, we were still invited to use the house, and more importantly the farm and trees. 

After the short ferry trip across Investigator Strait, we headed towards the south western end of the island, where the most 
spectacular scenery is to be found. We visited Remarkable Rocks and Admirals Arch which has a large seal colony. The 
north western coast has some lovely camping areas which are in great bush settings. Heading back towards the eastern end 
of the island we camped at some of the beaches, and often we had the whole place to ourselves, as it was rather late in the 
tourist season. Also notable driving around the island was the lack of cars and the large amount of road kill. We went for 
long stretches with out cars coming the other way. There are a number of wineries and small tourist attractions like a wild-
life sanctuary, lavender farm, distilleries, honey farm, and of course large areas of wilderness and conservation parks. 

Our friends farm was near American River with a big long slope facing north to the strait. On the top was a row of trees 
growing north-south ideal for putting up the di-pole for the 80m Trans Tasman Contest. Before the contest started, I 
wanted to try the vertical to see what contacts could be made with 100 watts in the late afternoon, giving out IOTA OC-
139 and the shire KI5. We mounted the vertical on the corner fence post, tying a couple of radials to the fence wire, and 
laying the rest on the ground. During an hour and a half I made 39 contacts, 30 of which were into Europe, generally with 
good reports. I was also pleased with the number of contacts made during the contest, with ZL coming in best in the last 
three hours. 

Sunday we visited one of Ants’ friends living nearby, who is an inactive amateur, former yachtie, but mostly now a pilot 
and builder of small planes. He had a couple of planes in one shed, as well as one that he had nearly completed building 
from a kit, so a few interesting hours were spent with him. 

Monday saw us cross to the mainland, and then drive for two and a half days back to Brisbane, at least it was on a differ-
ent route than the one we took down. 

Ladies at International Alara meet in Adelaide 2012 
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Radiocommunications and the Wiggles.        
By Ron. Bertrand VK2DQ. 
 

What really is radiocommunications all about? If 
you were to take all the physics, laws, equations 
and all the jargon out and had to technically ex-
plain radio what would you say? 
 
The early radio experimenters really did not fully 
understand what radio or even electricity was all 
about. They just knew that it was there. Make a 
spark (Marconi) and you make a radio wave.  Use a 
microphone (Fessenden) and you get voice on a 
radio wave. Somehow catch that wave and you will 
get the voice back. This was all done in the late 19th 
and early 20th century and it worked but no one 
really knew what was happening. 

 
J. J. Thompson discovered the electron, in 1897. This was some achievement because until then we 
thought the atom was the smallest bit of matter in the universe. This began the science of 
“Electronics” and Radio.  The Great Michael Faraday had already discovered the mysterious electric 
and magnetic fields and how to make them. It was easy – make electrons move. Volt had invented 
the battery and Faraday the alternator. An stationary electron has an electric field around it. A mov-
ing electron creates a magnetic field as the electric field. 
 
Consider this. We know that alternating current (AC) goes first in one direction and the reverses. So 
the electrons don’t really go anywhere they just go back and forth. The electrons in your household 
wiring are the same ones that were there when you house was built! 
 
How fast the electrons go back and forth depend on the frequency of the AC. We know electrons 
move very slowly (well if you didn’t you know now). If we increase the frequency that amount of 
back and forthing (sic) is quicker. At 50 Hertz the electrons may only move a million atoms one way 
then back the other. They do not get anywhere the just to and fro. 
 
What if we increase the frequency to say 50MHz? Well nothing is different the electrons go back 
and forth but how far would they travel now? At this frequency (50MHz) they barely have enough 
time to leave the atom – the change in direction is very fast.  Electrons are nudged by the voltage 
first one way then other really fast 50,000,000 times per second. At this frequency they don’t move 
they wobble or as I like to call it “wiggle”. 
 
Wiggling electrons are still a current so there will be a magnetic field and electric field associated 
with this wiggling.  Now something wonderful happens. The two fields merge to form a wave. We 
call that wave an Electromagnetic wave. 
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Maxwell was able to explain how such a wave is self supporting. Exchanging energies between the 
electric and magnetic fields allows the wave to 
walk on itself and travel through space at 3 x 
109 metres/second. The wave stands on itself. 
Think of it as a ladder and you pull lower rungs 
of the ladder and add them to the top so that 
you can climb higher forever. 
 
So, to make waves we wiggle electrons. The 
best way to encourage that wiggling to create big waves is to do it in a wire (antenna). 
 
Edwin Armstrong (Genius) made the first electron wiggler. He called it the Armstrong Oscillator. If 
that’s all we had the Armstrong Wiggler Oops! I mean Oscillator. We would have a radio wave 
maker. The simplest transmitter is just a power supply and a Wiggler  
 
We might want to have our voice control the Wiggling somehow (a microphone will do) and we now 
have a radio wave with and voice contained within is fields. 
 
Want more power? That’s easy we need a Wiggler Amplifier. Need to change frequency?  All we 
need is a Wiggler frequency changer. When we make the electrons in the antenna wiggle a radio 
wave is radiated theoretically forever (though it does get a bit weak). 
 
At some remote location we want to catch the radio wave and recover the voice that’s in it.  Place a 
Wiggler catcher in the air and when the wave passes by at the speed of light it will cause the elec-
trons in the antenna to… wait for it… Wiggle. 
 
Those wiggling electrons in the receive antenna will set up a chain of wiggling down the cable to our 
radio shack where we have another Wiggler amplifier. All well and good but our ears can’t hear wig-
gles at 50MHz. So our receiver is going to have to change that extremely fast wiggling to very slow 
wiggling (audio) and since we want sound waves for our ears we lastly need a Wiggler-To-Sound-
Converter (also known as a speaker). 
 
That’s it! That’s how radiocommunications works at grassroots. 
 
I’m off to turn on my Wiggler and have some fun. 
 
Happy Wiggling all. 
 
73 de Ron VK2DQ 

Page 14 VOLUME 1 ISSUE 2 



WHEELCHAIR MOBILE 
 

PETER VK4BT 
 
Radio is a Yaesu FT-857D 
with a YT-100 tuner antenna is a Perth-plus Outbacker  
All powered by a 12Volt 17-OAh sealed lead acid battery. 
I use QRP 5Watts and it all works extremely well I would en-
courage others  to get out there and try pedestrian mobile or 
similar    Pete VK4BT 
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GET TOGETHER 

AT THE 

BOARDWALK TAVERN 

SATURDAY 30TH JUNE 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Such a Happy Group                                                                  Lorraine and Pam, 

 

 A WONDERFUL HAPPY TIME WAS HAD BY ALL AND THANKS TO SIMON VK4FSIH 

  FOR DOING THE BOOKINGS ETC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kaye vk4vks Paul vk4gq, Lorraine and Ron VK2DQ      Sue ST,  Elma,  Bryn gf  and Nicola 
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Vk4fsih  Simon  vk4gf  Bryn and  Elma                                           Elma and her funny hat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your editor looking busy taking notes  vk4vks  hi hi 

 

THERE WILL BE ANOTHER GET TOGETHER ON 

SATURDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2012 

AT THE PARK 

 PARADISE POINT 

BTING YOUR OWN EVERYTHING 

MORE NEWS LATER 
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Greeting from the Editor again, 

I am disappointed in the response to the request to send an item to the newsletter pertaining to your experiences in 
amateur radio.  I know that we use the 2 metre band  a lot but I hear of many others using other bands and having 

quite some fun. 

Please send me anything of your experiences or even if it pertains to your everyday position I am sure others would 
be pleased to hear about it. 

Remember this is your magazine and without your input to help put it together with interesting information it will 
become dull and boring. 

I look forward to hearing from you with your articles in the not too distant future.  Please send to  

Kaye.f.snith@hotmail.com 

Cheers for now, 

Kaye  VK4VKS 

Editor 
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and it would be great is 
someone while they are at 
the Club to try and organ-
ize what needs to be organ-
ized so that the library will 
be available for everyone 
and know just what is 
there. 

Also the kitchen facilities 
are  available.  But it would 
be appreciated if after you 
have been there to please 
clean the cups etc properly 
so that they are ready for 
the next person to enjoy a 
cuppa. 

REMEMBER:  The Club-
house if open every Satur-
day from 1.30pm. 

Everyone is welcome to 
come along and have a 
chat, coffee or put the fa-
cilities of the Radio Room 
to good use. 

There is also a very well 
equipped workshop for you 
use and if you have any 
repairs and no space at 
home well this is ideal for 
you to use. 

The Library is well stocked 

CLUB HOUSE 


