
Hello Everyone,

Well here is the magazine and it is smaller than usual but unfortunately circumstances have 
prevented me from sending the time I would usually put into it.

I sincerely hope that all is well with everyone and please don’t forget the Hamfest is only a 
few weeks away and we will be looking for volunteers to help with various stages of the 
organization we look forward to hearing from you.

Remember if it is only a couple of hours setting up on the Friday night and after the Hamfest on the Saturday, 
helping in the kitchen or many of the other places we will need help, then please contact the club with your 
name.

Last month I put out a question about your radio shacks to appear in the magazine but it seems it has been too 
hard and no one has bothered to contact me.  Please think about it and send me a photo and information and it 
will be included n the next edition.

That is all for the moment

73’s to all

Kaye VK4VKS

Editor
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FROM MY DESK



TREASURERS REPORT

The finance monthly statements are posted the notice board of the 
club house normally in the first week of each month.

We will be saving a few $$ from next month with the internet that 
we have been with for a few years now been cancelled.

The internet is being sourced from another area, so it will just be a 
seamless process in transfer. 

Hamfest has me looking after the emails for that event  hamfest@gcars.com.au along 
with tables allocations and of course the finance area. 
If you can help on the day, email the Secretary so you can be locked in or the hamfest 
email address. Even it is only for a few hours it all helps in the end. 

Radio wise have really only been on 2 Mts, D Star and 6 Mts, HF I have not had much 
activity in that area this month at all. (neighbors plasma does not help).

I did buy a MFJ noise canceling Signal Enhancer, which I'll put it in the system soon so 
hopefully some of the noise will be a lot less and HF will be accessed a lot more. 

Regards

Paul (VK4PY)
GCARS Treasurer

treasurer@gcars.com.au
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Electrostatic Discharge Risks to Equipment
Humans become electrostatically charged as they do ordinary things such as walk across a carpet, walk across a 

vinyl floor, slide something inside a vinyl envelope, or slide their clothing across a workbench stool. Sensitive 

electronic components can be damaged either of two ways if an electrically-charged person discharges through 

them. 1) Discharge current can cause immediate catastrophic damage to a semiconductor junction, to a fine 

connecting-wire inside a semiconductor component, or to other sensitive parts. 2) Discharge current can 

cause latent damage that will cause one or more components to fail in the future even if they continue to 

function immediately after the event. The risks are highly dependent on relative humidity (RH), because 

humidity affects the amount of static charge that accumulates. For example, someone walking across a 

carpet at 15 percent RH will typically develop about a 35KV charge. The same person walking across the

same carpet at 75 percent RH will typically develop only about 1.5KV of charge.
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Voltaic Pile

Italian physicist Alessandro Volta made a number of discoveries in the late 18th and early 19th century critical to the then all-
new and growing field of electricity. His development of the first electric pile preceded the modern battery and this, among 
many other accomplishments, led fellow scientists to immortalize him by naming the unit for electromagnetic force, the volt, 
in his honor.

Born Alessandro Giuseppe Antonio Anastasio Volta on Feb. 18, 1745, in Como, Italy, Volta was encouraged by his family to 
study law and by his teachers to enter the priesthood, but he became fascinated with electricity as a teenager and by 14 years 
of age had decided to pursue his passion for physics.

He left school early and did not pursue university studies, but Volta did begin working and corresponding with scientists con-
ducting research in the electricity arena including Abbott Nollet in Paris and Giambatista Beccaria in Turin. In 1769 he wrote 
his first paper, a theory on the forces of “attraction of electrical fire.”

He began teaching in a local school in Como in 1774 while continuing his experiments with electricity and made several nota-
ble accomplishments within that decade including improving and popularizing the perpetual electrophorus, an object that pro-
duces charges of static electricity and is able to transfer charge to other objects; and isolating methane gas, which he did after 
observing bubbles rise to the surface of the marsh in swamps. He also experimented with causing interacting gases to explode 
inside a closed chamber, producing an experimental device known as the Voltaic pistol; this has been cited as a predecessor to 
several later technologies including the telegraph and the internal combustion engine.

During these years, Volta’s reputation began to grow quickly throughout academic circles in Europe. In 1778 he accepted a 
post as professor of physics at the University of Pavia where he began teaching experimental physics in 1779 and where he 
would continue to do so for almost 40 years. In 1780 he set out on a journey to France, Switzerland, Germany, Belgium, Hol-
land and England, spending a year meeting and working with fellow scientists. In 1785 he was elected Rector of the Univer-
sity at Pavia. In 1794 he married and would have three sons.

Though he had already achieved renown in his field, Volta’s most famous accomplishment did not come until 1800, when he 
revealed to the world the Voltaic Pile. At that time, though electricity had been discovered in the middle of the previous cen-
tury and was being used in some fields, like medicine, on a limited basis, widespread use of electricity was still impossible. 
Until then, no one had figured out a way to provide a source of continuous current.

In 1780, Volta had become engaged in a debate with Italian physician and scientist Luigi Galvani that would inspire his devel-
opment of a device which would solve that problem and seal his place in history. Galvani had been experimenting with dis-
sected frogs’ legs, still attached to their spinal cords and hung on brass or iron hooks. He noted that when touched with a piece 
of another metal the frog legs would twitch; he believed he had discovered a new form of electricity, generated by those legs. 
He called this “animal electricity.”

Volta refuted this theory and insisted that the animals’ legs were not producing the electricity, only reacting to it. He believed 
that the metals used in Galvani’s experiments were generating the current and set out to prove Galvani wrong. The argument 
would divide the scientific community in Italy for years to come.
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Volta unveiled on March 20, 1800, via a letter to the president of the Royal Society of London, the first-ever electric pile. He
built the device in an effort to show that generating electrical current did not require any animal tissue. Rather, his model
included a stack of alternating silver and zinc wafers, with pieces of brine-soaked cloth in between. When a wire was con-
nected to both ends of the pile at once, a current flowed. Different types of metal affected the volume of current produced, 
and adding more wafers could increase the intensity. This, essentially, was the world’s first battery. It was an instant success
and helped lead to further research and development in electrochemistry, electromagnetism, and practical applications for 
electricity.

Impressed by his work, Napoleon granted Volta a pension in 1805 and appointed him Cavalier of the Legion of Honor. He 
named Volta a count in 1810. Volta held several political offices in Italy from 1801 to 1812 and stopped teaching in 1813.

He was named a professor of philosophy at Padua by the Emperor of Austria in 1815; and in 1816 his works were published 
in five volumes in Florence. He retired to the family estate in Camnago, near Como, in 1819 and led a relatively quiet and 
private life until his death on March 5, 1827. The volt was named in his honor in 1881.



BARBECUE IN THE PARK

PARADISE POINT GARDENS

SATURDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2012

10.00AM

BRING YOUR OWN EVERYTHING, AND IF YOU

WISH TO PURCHASE WHEN YOU ARRIVE THERE

IS SELF SERVE GROCERY, BOTTLE SHOP,

AND PLACES TO PURCHASE THOSE EXTRA

GOODIES THAT YOU MAY HAVE  FORGOTTEN

AND REALLY CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT

LOOK FORWARD TO CATCHING UP

WITH BOTH NEW AND OLD FRIENDS

Page 6VOLUME 1  ISSUE 4



Kill weeds kindly
Be gentler to the environment—not so much to weeds—by using a natural plant killer rather than harmful herbicides. Mix 
1 teaspoon of dishwashing liquid with 1 cup of salt and 1 gallon of white vinegar. Pour the solution on weeds sprouting in 
the cracks and crevices of sidewalks, front walks, and patio pavers.

GOLD COAST SHOW—INTERESTING FACTS

The Gold Coast Show first started in 1900.  Records indicate that the first Show was held a Recrea-
tion Reserve.  The Reserve was located at what we know as Woolworths Park directly behind the 
Southport RSL in Lawson Street.

Originally the Show was called the Southport Show until 1952 when it became the South Coast 
Show. It changed it’s name to the Gold Coast Show Society in about 1959.

In 2006, the Show Society celebrated the Centenary of Shows.

The only one time it was not held as during World War 11 when the then show grounds at Owen Park 
Southport were requisitioned by the Armed Forces.

This year 28 breeds of horses will compete in the extensive equestrian programme including for the 
first time, Gypsy Cobs.  These horses were originally bred to pull the gypsy wagons through Europe.

An estimated 40,000 Dagwood dogs and more than three kilometers of spun sugar otherwise known 
as Fairy Floss will be consumed during this years Show.

More than 100 different showbags will be for sale in what is believed to be the biggest Showbag tent 
for a regional show in Australia.

This year, the Gold Coast Show will fall on Father’s Day weekend and in recognition of all the dads 
the Showmen’s Guild offer every Dad a free ride when accompanying a child with a ticket for that 
ride on the Sunday.
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HUMOUR BEFORE WE GO

A cruising taxi is hailed by a man who has just come out of a building. “Perfect timing,” the man tells the taxi 
driver. “You’re just like Frank.”

“Who?” asks the cabbie.
“Frank Fielding. He’s a man who always did everything right. He could have won a Nobel Prize. He could have 
won Olympic gold medals.”
“Sounds quite a guy,” says the driver.
“That’s not half of it. He had a memory like a computer. He could remember everyone’s birthday. He knew all 
about wine, which dishes to order and which fork to eat them with. He could fix anything.”
“Wow, what a man!”
“He knew how to treat a woman well. He was the perfect man. No-one could ever quite measure up to Frank.”
“Amazing. How did you meet him?”
“Oh, I never met Frank.”
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