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Hello Everyone,

Yes another month has gone and of course that brings us closer to Christmas.  Sorry about that!  I guess every-
one is looking forward to the hot weather and the Summer activities.

Once again this is a small newsletter but Geoff VK4ED has been in hospital and is now home and hopefully on 
the road to a full recovery. But it will take some time.

Remember 6th October at Paradise Point Park from 10am there is a BYO everything get together for Club 
members. If you need to supplement your supplies there are shops and bottle shop available. Look forward to 
seeing as many as can come and enjoy the get together. Those members that may attend I ask that you may 
send me some of the photos so that I can put them in the next edition of the magazine.  Thanks in advance.

Unfortunately there are no reports for this month, hopefully something for next month.

Remember the Hamfest on Saturday 3rd. November at the Albert Waterways Hall Broadbeach back of Pacific 
Fair

That seems to be all for this time.

73’s                                                                                   

Kaye VK4VKS

Editor
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INVENTOR OF THE MONTH

Nikola Tesla and the death ray

I present you, the famed inventor, Nikola Tesla. The prolific inventor, scientist, 
engineer, is quite known for his contributions to our knowledge of the electrical 
current and electromagnetism. He is credited with many incredible and practi-
cal inventions, including: the induction motor, system of AC power generation 
and transmission, the rotating magnetic field, and the tesla coil. 

Some of his inventions were truly ahead of their time, like the method of remote 
signaling, considered by some the birth of robotics. He was no stranger to the 
patent system. A selected list of his patents can be found here.  But among the 
truly revolutionary inventions he cream created some truly kooky ones. 

He is especially known for his kooky invention of the directed energy weapon, 
also called the "teleforce," the "peace ray" or the "death ray." This invention 
was described as an apparatus that can "send concentrated beams of particles through the free air, of such 
tremendous energy that they will bring down a fleet of 10,000 enemy airplanes at a distance of 250 
miles..." This project never got off the ground because Tesla could not find anyone to finance the develop-
ment. According to both Wikipedia and this PBS article, most experts today consider his idea infeasi-
ble. Though, many subsequent attempts have been made by both the United States (Star Wars) and the So-
viet Union to revive the project. 

Believe it or not, the death ray was one of his more developed and maybe even plausible inventions. Some of 
the other even more kooky inventions are listed in The fantastic inventions of Nikola Tesla, by David 
Hatcher Childress. The really kooky list includes a thought photography machine, an ozone generator, and 
a flying machine (Pat. No. 6,555,114, "Apparatus For Aerial Transportation," his last patent at age 72). I'm 
not even going to go into the very strange myths that are associated with Tesla. Ok. Just this one...Some be-
lieve that he was an alien, who landed as a baby in the mountains of Croatia and was sent here for "the sole 
purpose of inaugurating the New Age" with his inventions.

This personal life is replete with some really strange habits and acquaintances. To appreciate his strange-
ness, you can see the movie The Prestige, where he played by David Bowie. And that's why Nikola Tesla re-
ceives the  Inventor of the Month Award. 
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Shortwave Listening Related Websites
 http://www.abc.net.au/ra/ Australian Broadcasting Corporation. News and entertainment from an Australian per-

spective


 .http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/ BBC World Service. International news, analysis and information in English 

and thirty-two other languages.


 http://www.chinabroadcast.cn/ The People's Republic of China External Service broadcasts news and commen-

tary in English, German and Spanish to most regions of the world via shortwave.


 http://www.rcinet.ca/ Radio Canada International has been broadcasting to the world since 1945 and has a full 

range of daily and weekly programs in English, French, Spanish, Russian, Ukrainian, Mandarin, Cantonese , 
Arabic and Portuguese.


 http://www.dw-world.de/ Broadcasts news and analysis from Germany and Europe in thirty languages.


 http://www.radionetherlands.nl/ Radio Netherlands currently broadcasts radio programs over its own facilities in 

six languages, including Dutch, English, Spanish, Portuguese, Indonesian and Papiamento.


 http://www.rnzi.com/index.php Radio New Zealand International has shortwave broadcasts beamed to island 

nations of the Pacific but that can be heard in the U.S and many other parts of the world.


 http://www.rfi.fr/ Radio France International broadcasts news and other information worldwide in nineteen lan-

guages.


 http://www.rtve.es/radio/radio-exterior/ Radio Exterior de España transmits 24-hour shortwave radio broadcasts 

daily that target Spaniards living abroad who want to keep up with news at home and other international listeners 
who want to learn more about Spain.


 http://www.voanews.com/english/news/ The Voice of America is the international broadcast voice of the United 

States and transmits news and commentary from around the world in thirty-two languages.


 http://www.rferl.org/ Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty is an international broadcast organization serving Central 

and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, Central Asia, Russia, the Middle East, and Balkan countries.


http://www.shortwave.org/ National Association of Shortwave Broadcasters represents interests of FCC licensed 
broadcasters in the private sector of the U.S international shortwave broadcast community.
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Amateur Radio Related Websites
 Ham Radio Search Search hundreds of other ham radio related websites to find what you are looking for.

 http://www.arrl.org ARRL, the national association for Amateur Radio, is the largest organization of radio 

amateurs in the United States with approximately 163,000 members.

 http://www.rsgb.org The Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB) is the UK's internationally recognised 

national society for all radio amateurs.

 http://www.rac.ca Radio Amateurs of Canada is Canada's national radio society.

 http://www.nzart.org.nz/nzart/ NZART is the New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters.

 http://www.qrz.com Fred Lloyd's (AA7BQ) website is one of the oldest (probably the oldest) and most 

popular ham radio sites on the Web with a huge call sign database and news of interest to Radio Amateurs.

 http://www.df5ai.net The 'Amateur Radio Propagation Studies' webpage features the world of unusual ra-

dio propagation phenomena in amateur radio.

 http://www.nu9n.com ESSB / SSB Hi-fi Audio Setup for Amateur Radio

http://mdxa1.org Michigan DX Association. Serves the Great Lakes Region and beyond.

Page 5VOLUME 1 ISSUE 5



6

    Remember  the Clubhouse id open every Saturday afternoon from

1.30pm to 4pm.

There is a well equipped radio room and workshop

So if you have any repairs come along and see who you

May meet and use the equipment in the Radio Room.

Look out for information pertaining to the Hamfest that will be on our website see

address above.

The Hamfest will be held on Saturday November 3rd 2012

CLUBHOUSE

85 HARPER STREET

NERANG

PHONE  5564-9028

www.gcars.com.au 

G0LD COAST AMATAEUR RADI SOCIETY

Vertical Radiator Pattern

The azimuth radiation pattern of an isolated vertical radiator is perfectly circular because energy 

flows equally in all directions from a point source and points along a vertical radiator are point 

sources in azimuth. No other type of practical antenna has a perfectly circular radiation pattern. 

However, a variety of other types of antennas have radiation patterns that are approximately circu

lar. Antennas that have radiation patterns that do not vary more than 3 dB in azimuth often are 

considered to be 'omnidirectional. 


