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Hello  Everyone , 
 
Welcome to the new edition of the Club magazine and  I hope that there  is something for everyone.   

and if you think that you may have something that you would like to contribute  that would be of  

interest to Club members then please contact  me  at editor@gcars.com.au 

 

With Easter here I would like to wish everyone a Happy Easter and if you are going away please have 

 a safe trip and those who are staying home have a great time,  

 

Next is Anzac  Day so best wishes to all those who will be going to Remembrance  Services or a 
March have a great get together and for families just being together may the weather be kind to you. 

 

That is all from me for this month  so 73’s till then. 

 

Kaye   VK4VKS 

Editor 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 



 

VALE 

 

It is with much sadness that 

We announce the passing of our  

President 

Tim Armstrong VK4LZE 

Our thoughts go out to Tim’s family 

And friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RIP Tim VK4LZE 



INVENTOR OF THE MONTH 

Electrical Resistor and Variable Resistor 

African-American inventor Otis F. Boykin's work on improved electrical resistors made possible the 
steady workings of a variety of now-ubiquitous electronic devices. Variations of his resistor models 
are used around the world today in televisions, computers and radios. Most notably, however, his 
work enabled control functions for the first successful, implantable pacemaker. 

Boykin was born in Dallas, Texas, on August 29, 1920 to parents of modest means. His mother was a 
homemaker and his father was a carpenter. He graduated from Fisk University in 1941 and got a job 
as a laboratory assistant, testing automatic aircraft controls. In 1944 he moved on to work for the P.J. 
Nilsen Research Labs in Illinois. Shortly thereafter, he started his own company, Boykin-Fruth Inc. 

For two years, from 1946 to 1947, Boykin pursued graduate studies at the Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology, but unfortunately, he had to drop out when his family could no longer afford to pay tuition. 
Undeterred, Boykin began working hard on inventions of his own, with a special interest in the 
emerging field of electronics. 

Boykin, while working as a consultant in Chicago, came up with several variations on the resistors 
that were commercially successful. A resistor is a crucial electronics component that impedes the 
flow of electrical current. Normally a resistor is designed to have a specific amount of resistance, de-
pending on the type of task or device it is designated for. Typically, a resistor's value is denoted by 
tiny, colored bands for identification. 

Boykin earned his first patent in 1959 for a wire precision resistor, which allowed for the designation 
of a precise amount of resistance for a specific purpose. This was followed by his 1961 patent for an 
electrical resistor that was inexpensive and easy to produce. Additionally, according to U.S. patent 
No. 2,972,726, this resistor had the ability to ìwithstand extreme accelerations and shocks and great 
temperature changes without danger of breakage of the fine resistance wire or other detrimental ef-
fects.î 

The advances incorporated into Boykin's resistor meant many electronic devices could be made more 
cheaply, including consumer goods and military equipment, and with greater reliability than provid-
ed by earlier options. His resistor was quickly incorporated into a number of products, including 
guided missiles and IBM computers, in the United States and overseas. In addition, a version of his 
resistor made possible the precise regulation necessary for the success of the pacemaker, which has 
helped to save and lengthen the lives of thousands of men and women around the world. 

Boykin's achievements lead him to work as a consultant in the United States and in Paris from 1964 
to 1982. Meanwhile, he continued working on resistors until the end of his life. He created an electri-
cal capacitor in 1965, and an electrical resistance capacitor in 1967, as well as a number of electrical 
resistance elements. He is also known to have created a range of consumer innovations including a 
burglar-proof cash register and a chemical air filter. 

Boykin died of heart failure in Chicago in 1982. Over the course of his career he earned 11 patents 
total, his first issued in 1959, his last in 1985. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“My memory is gone Mildred, so I changed my password 
to “Incorrect.” That way when I log in with the wrong password, 

the computer will tell me… “Your password is incorrect.” 

At the urging of Harry’s wife and doctor, 50 year old Harry finally made it to the gym. After consulting with one of 
the trainers, Harry decided to try out a steep treadmill. “Ok”, said the trainer “I’m going to set it for ten minutes, if you 
want to go longer just press start again.” At first Harry was doing fine but after 5 seconds he started getting tired, and 
after a minute he jumped off gasping for breath. Walking to the side to sit down, he passed by a friend of his. “Man”, 
said Harry. “I could barely last a full minute on that treadmill.” “Alright alright”, said his buddy, “no reason to brag!”  

 

A few old couples used to get together to talk about life and to have a good time. One day one of the men, Harry, start-
ed talking about this fantastic restaurant he went to the other night with his wife. “Really?”, one of the men said, 
what’s it called? After thinking for a few seconds the Harry said, “what are those good smelling flowers called again?” 
“Do you mean a rose? the first man questioned. “Yes that’s it,” he exclaimed. Looking over at his wife he said, “Rose 
what’s that restaurant we went to the other night?” 

 

An Illinois man  left the snow-filled streets of Chicago for a vacation in Florida. His wife was on a business trip and 
was planning to meet him there the next day. When he reached his hotel he decided to send his wife a quick email. 
Unfortunately, when typing her address, he missed one letter, and his note was directed instead to an elderly preach-
er’s wife whose husband had passed away only the day before. When the grieving widow checked her email, she took 
one look at the monitor, let out a piercing scream, and fell to the floor in a dead faint.At the sound, her family rushed 
into the room and saw this note on the screen: Dearest Wife, 
Just got checked in. Everything prepared for your arrival tomorrow. P.S. Sure is hot down here. 

 

So these two roaches, Tom and Oscar, are hanging out next to a dumpster enjoying a snack. “Hey Tom” said Tom  to 
his friend Oscar, “You know that restaurant down the block? I went there yesterday to pick up some scraps, and I 
couldn’t believe how clean it was, I could practically see my reflection through the shiny waxed floor.” “Oscar” hol-
lered Tom spitting the food out of his mouth, “please not while I am eating!!” 

 

My daughter sure showed me what a back seat driver I am!  On our way to the mall today, I stopped short at a red 
light causing the car to jolt.  As soon as I jerked my 3 year old in the back seat hollered Daaaaave.  Not sure why she 
had called my husband’s name, I asked her why she had said what she did.  ”That’s what you say when someone stops 
like that”, she innocently replied. 

 

 

 

 



BLETCHLEY PARK, ENIGMA 

 

Bletchley Park, northwest of London is one of the best known British sites from WW2.   It’s fame goes 
back to the breaking of the  legendary Enigma cipher machine and They include mechanical Bombe for 
breaking Enigma, and the valve based Colossus for breaking Lorenzos successor, the Lorenz cipher ma-
chine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To perform this work a large eff  

ort in the development of early computers took place here.  They include he mechanical Bombe for break-
ing the Enigma, and the valve based Colossus for breaking the Lorenz. The Bombe was reconstructed 
through a 13 year effort that resulted in an Engineering Heritage Award in 2009. 

The Bombe machine. 

Colossus was the world's first electronic digital computer that was at all programmable.  It was also finally 
reconstructed in 2007 despite most of the hardware and blueprints being destroyed after WW2.  

I was also impressed by the Natio0nal Radio Centre run by the  RSGB, call sign GB3RS,  with its infor-
mation and well laid out demonstrations. They are able to keep it staffed for four days a week based on vol-
unteers, and I really appreciated the hospitality and friendliness of the radio amateurs I met there. If you 
ever come to London you should really try to visit the place 

 

 



THE COLLOSUS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  

  

  

 related websites to find what you are looking for. 

  

 http://www.arrl.org ARRL, the national association for Amateur Radio, is the largest organiza-
tion of radio amateurs in the United States with approximately 163,000 members. 

  

 http://www.rsgb.org The Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB) is the UK's internationally rec-
ognised national society for all radio amateurs. 

  

 http://www.rac.ca Radio Amateurs of Canada is Canada's national radio society. 

  

 http://www.nzart.org.nz/nzart/ NZART is the New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters. 

  

 http://www.qrz.com Fred Lloyd's (AA7BQ) website is one of the oldest (probably the oldest) 
and most popular ham radio sites on the Web with a huge call sign database and news of in-
terest to Radio Amateurs. 

  

 http://www.df5ai.net The 'Amateur Radio Propagation Studies' webpage features the world of 
unusual radio propagation phenomena in amateur radio. 

  

 http://www.nu9n.com ESSB / SSB Hi-fi Audio Setup for Amateur Radio 

  

http://mdxa1.org Michigan DX Association. Serves the Great Lakes Region and beyond. 

 

Amateur Radio Related Websites 

 Ham Radio Search Search hundreds of other ham radio  

http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.rsgb.org/
http://www.rac.ca
http://www.nzart.org.nz/nzart/
http://www.qrz.com/
http://www.df5ai.net/
http://www.nu9n.com/
http://mdxa1.org/
http://www.smeter.net/ham/search.php


Shortwave Listening Related Websites 

 http://www.abc.net.au/ra/ Australian Broadcasting Corporation. News and entertainment from an AusKEtralian per-

spective 

  

 .http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/ BBC World Service. International news, analysis and information in English 

and thirty-two other languages. 

  

 http://www.chinabroadcast.cn/ The People's Republic of China External Service broadcasts news and commentary 

in English, German and Spanish to most regions of the world via shortwave. 

  

 http://www.rcinet.ca/ Radio Canada International has been broadcasting to the world since 1945 and has a full 

range of daily and weekly programs in English, French, Spanish, Russian, Ukrainian, Mandarin, Cantonese , Ara-
bic and Portuguese. 

  

 http://www.dw-world.de/ Broadcasts news and analysis from Germany and Europe in thirty languages. 

  

 http://www.radionetherlands.nl/ Radio Netherlands currently broadcasts radio programs over its own facilities in six 

languages, including Dutch, English, Spanish, Portuguese, Indonesian and Papiamento. 

  

 http://www.rnzi.com/index.php Radio New Zealand International has shortwave broadcasts beamed to island na-

tions of the Pacific but that can be heard in the U.S and many other parts of the world. 

  

 http://www.rfi.fr/ Radio France International broadcasts news and other information worldwide in nineteen lan-

guages. 

  

 http://www.rtve.es/radio/radio-exterior/ Radio Exterior de España transmits 24-hour shortwave radio broadcasts 

daily that target Spaniards living abroad who want to keep up with news at home and other international listeners 
who want to learn more about Spain. 

  

 http://www.voanews.com/english/news/ The Voice of America is the international broadcast voice of the United 

States and transmits news and commentary from around the world in thirty-two languages. 

  

 http://www.rferl.org/ Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty is an international broadcast organization serving Central 

and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, Central Asia, Russia, the Middle East, and Balkan countries. 

  

http://www.shortwave.org/ National Association of Shortwave Broadcasters represents interests of FCC licensed broad-
casters in the private sector of the U.S international shortwave broadcast community. 

http://www.abc.net.au/ra/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/
http://www.chinabroadcast.cn/
http://www.rcinet.ca/
http://www.dw-world.de/
http://www.radionetherlands.nl/
http://www.rnzi.com/index.php
http://www.rfi.fr/
http://www.rtve.es/radio/radio-exterior/
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/
http://www.rferl.org/
http://www.shortwave.org/



