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Hello everyone, 

Well I am back again to bring you the Club magazine and I am 

hoping that there will be some contributions coming in from 

our members. 

A warm welcome to those Management and Committee mem-

bers who have put their hands up to help the club in 2015. 

Remember Anzac Day25th April 2015.  A very special Day. 

Well that is enough from me so I will go now and as I said I 

hope for some contributions to the magazine.. 

73’s 

Kaye vk4vks 

Editor 
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FAREWELL TO 

SIMON VK4FISH AND NICOLA 
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Sorry to see you go, there have been some great times together and 

now you have the pride of the family  to look after. 

Keep in touch when you are settled as I am sure the Club members 

would love to know what is happening with your new life back home  

In New Zealand. 
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INTERESTING FACTS 

If you are right handed, you will tend to chew on your right side.  If you 

are left handed you  are likely to chew on your left side. 

 

Women blink nearly twice as much as men. 

 

Human fingernails grow nearly 4 times faster than toe nails. 

 

Red wine will spoil if exposed to the light. 

 

One quarter of the bones in the human body are in the feet. 

 

The blue whale can produce the loudest sound of any animal.  At 188 deci-

bels, the noise can be detected over 800 kilometres away, 

 

The worlds record for time without sleep is 264 hours (11 days) by Randy 

Gardner in 1965. 

 

A snail can sleep for three years. 
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ANZAC DAY 

25TH APRIL 2015 
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The Lusitania sinking commemoration 
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RMS Lusitania, the then world's largest passenger ship, was torpedoed by a 

German U-boat in the North Atlantic, and 100 years later will be remem-

bered by a commemorative Amateur Radio station. 

The act of war caused the deaths of 1,198 passengers and crew - that in-

cluded 128 Americans. There were 761 survivors. When she left New York 

for Liverpool on May 1, 1915, Germany had declared the seas around the 

United Kingdom a war zone. The German Embassy put an advertisement in 

a US newspaper warning people not to sail on the Lusitania. 

On 7 May, Lusitania was torpedoed off the southern coast of Ireland and in-

side the declared ‘zone of war’. A second internal explosion sent her to the 

bottom in 18 minutes. Controversy raged that Germany was in breach of the 

rules in sinking an un-armed vessel, but counter claims were made that Lu-

sitania carried war munitions and was treated like a naval vessel. 

The ship's sinking provided Britain with propaganda to help shift United 

States public opinion against Germany, and is seen as influencing the USA 

declararng war two years later. To be part of the sinking, commemorative 

callsign EI100MFA in Ireland is being mounted by The Lusitania Radio 

Club from Old Head of Kinsale Lighthouse, County Cork, on May 5-10. 
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A science teacher tells his class, "Oxygen is a must for breathing and life. It 

was discovered in 1773." A blonde student responds, "Thank God I was 

born after 1773! Otherwise I would have died without it."  

 

Reaching the end of a job interview, the Human Resources Officer asks a 

young engineer fresh out of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

"And what starting salary are you looking for?" The engineer replies, "In 

the region of $125,000 a year, depending on the benefits package." The in-

terviewer inquires, "Well, what would you say to a package of five weeks 

vacation, 14 paid holidays, full medical and dental, company matching re-

tirement fund to 50% of salary, and a company car leased every two years, 

say, a red Corvette?" The engineer sits up straight and says, "Wow! Are 

you kidding?" The interviewer replies, "Yeah, but you started it."  

 

10 Facts About You:  

1. You're reading this now.  

2. You're realizing that this is a stupid fact.  

4. You didn't notice I skipped number 3.  

5. You're checking now.  

6. You're smiling.  

7. You're still reading this even though it is stupid.  

9. You didn't realize I skipped number 8.  

10.You're checking again and smiling because you fell for it again.  

11. You're enjoying this.  

12. You didn't realize I said 10 facts not 12.  

 

I decided to make my password "incorrect" because if I type it in wrong, 

my computer will remind me, "Your password is incorrect."  
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Two publications praise Amateur Radio 

 

The International Telecommunications Union (ITU) describes Am-

ateur Radio having a fine record in disaster preparedness and re-

sponse. The ITU Smart Sustainable Development Model Report 

talked about the role of radio amateurs who are skilled and willing 

to assist during a disaster. 

ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau Director Brahima 

Sanou said he strongly believed that telecommunications are criti-

cal to saving lives. In the report’s preface he found radio amateurs 

were "well suited to respond in times of crisis." 

The report said: "The resource of the Amateur Radio Service 

should continue to be utilized as new technologies are developed. 

However, the best asset the Amateur Radio Service brings to emer-

gency communications transcends technology. It provides skilled 

people 'on the ground' who can communicate using whatever tech-

nology is available." 

The ITU notes that “Today more than ever before, the world is 

threatened by disasters characterised by unprecedented frequency 

and magnitude with a massive impact on both developed and de-

veloping economies.” 

Meantime the American Legion magazine has a two and a half 

page article on ham radio and another one page article entitled ‘The 

American Legion and Ham Radio’. The American Legion Amateur 

Radio Club is open to wartime military veterans. 

The ITU report is at http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-

D/Initiatives/SSDM/Pages/default.aspx while the March issue arti-

cle "Wave of Popularity" is at 

http://www.legion.org/magazine/226238/wave-popularity 

http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Initiatives/SSDM/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Initiatives/SSDM/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.legion.org/magazine/226238/wave-popularity
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Libraries expose Amateur Radio 

Three metropolitan Melbourne primary school libraries now have practical 

lessons on Amateur Radio, thanks to library technician Julie Gonzales 

VK3FOWL. The exercise has been a real success. 

Julie VK3FOWL operates from the libraries to introduce Amateur Radio to 

students from 8 to 11 years of age. Each month a different group of six stu-

dents is invited to the fun lunchtime program of learning and practicing the 

basics of Amateur Radio. 

Julie VK3FOWL has prepared a booklet which covers callsigns, operating 

procedures, Morse code, Q-codes and log keeping. Outdoor activities like 

antenna building and Amateur Radio Direction Finding are also offered. 

The feedback from principals, parents and students has been so positive. 

Putting youngsters before a microphone for the first time, and exposing in-

quiring minds to hands-on technology, can be very rewarding. Julie en-

courages other radio amateurs associated with primary schools to give it a 

go. She suggests contact the school principal first. 

The School Amateur Radio Clubs operate on 40m and 2m at lunch times 

on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Julie is interested in starting a net 

on 40m so her ‘city’ primary school students can talk to a ‘regional’ prima-

ry school students, say in VK3, or maybe VK5 or VK7. 

Are there any radio amateurs associated with regional primary schools in 

those states? What a great idea - let's hope it catches on. 

Note: In accordance with the Amateur Licence Condition Determination 

Julie, as a Foundation Licensee, uses a PTT Footswitch connected to the 

transmitter and is in full control of the station at all times. Further, the AC-

MA Amateur Apparatus Licence Information Paper states that: “As long as 

a qualified operator is actually operating (adjusting the controls, etc.) an 

amateur station, other persons, whether qualified or not, are permitted to 

communicate through the amateur equipment. Third party authorisations 

are not required for this purpose.” 
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Computer General Protection Faults 

 

Computer operating systems allocate blocks of memory space and certain 

other resources to individual programs that request them. The programs 

are allowed exclusive use of resources allocated to them until they termi-

nate. In principle the process is like a government allocating parcels of 

land, water rights, and other resources to individual farmers who are al-

lowed to use them exclusively until they die. In such a system, either by 

mistake or design, one farmer may try to use resources allocated to anoth-

er. The same thing happens in computers where one program, by mistake 

or design, tries to use resources allocated to another. Computer operating 

systems constantly watch for that and issue a 'General Protection Fault' if 

they find one program using resources allocated to another to prevent 

processing errors and to protect disk files from possible damage. It is nec-

essary to reboot following a General Protection Fault which clears previ-

ous program resource allocations.  

Incandescent Lamp Life 

 

Miniature and subminiature incandescent lamps are widely used as 

status indicators and to illuminate tuning dials and meters. They 

operate in a self-destructive mode that causes failure over time. 

Furthermore, their filaments can be prematurely damaged by vi-

bration and by cold filament shock when they are switched on. 

However, there are several ways to extend their life. For example, 

running them even slightly below their rated voltage significantly 

extends their life expectancy and makes them much less susceptible 

to vibration damage. Applying a very small voltage (less than one-

percent of rated voltage) while they are switched-off keeps fila-

ments slightly warm and greatly reduces cold filament shock when 

they are switched on. Incandescent lamps last approximately twice 

as long running on AC, rather than DC, because DC accelerates 

grain growth in tungsten filaments that causes earlier development 

of hot spots. 


